Cast of Characters
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark    The crown prince of Denmark who returns from the university in Wittenberg, Germany, to find his father dead, his mother married to the king's brother Claudius, and Claudius newly self-crowned King.

Claudius, King of Denmark    Dead King Hamlet's brother who has usurped the throne and married his sister-in-law.

Gertrude, Queen of Denmark    Prince Hamlet's mother, King Hamlet's widow, King Claudius’ wife.

The Ghost    Spirit of the late King Hamlet, condemned to walk the earth until his soul is cleansed of its sins.

Polonius     The elderly Lord Chamberlain, chief counselor to Claudius; considered to be a baffoon
Horatio    A commoner, Horatio went to school with Hamlet and remains his loyal best friend.

Laertes    A student in Paris, Laertes is Polonius' son and Ophelia's brother; he returns from school because of King Hamlet's death, leaves to go back to Paris, and then returns again after his own father’s murder.

Ophelia    Daughter of Polonius, sister of Laertes, Ophelia is beloved of Hamlet.

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern     Classmates of Hamlet's in Wittenberg. Claudius summons them to Elsinore to spy on Prince Hamlet.

Fortinbras    King of Norway, bound to avenge his father's death by the Danes' hands.

Osric    Affected courtier who plays a minor role as the King's messenger and as umpire of the fencing match between Hamlet and Laertes.

Voltimand and Cornelius    Danish courtiers who are sent as ambassadors to the Court of Norway.

Marcellus and Barnardo    Danish officers on guard at the castle of Elsinore.

Francisco    Danish soldier on guard at the castle of Elsinore.

Reynaldo    Young man whom Polonius instructs and sends to Paris to observe and report on Laertes' conduct.

Two Clowns (the Gravediggers)    Two rustics (identified as clowns) who dig Ophelia's grave

Hamlet Final Exam

  Choose one of the questions below to write a well-developed essay response (400-450 words). You should use the play as well as your study guide during the test.

1)  Revenge plays a major role in Hamlet.  Where do you find evidence of revenge in the play? Use specific examples to defend your thesis.

2) Some of the characters in Hamlet experience betrayal, and they have varying responses to it. Who are they and how do they deal with being betrayed?

Famous Quotes from Hamlet 


"To be, or not to be: that is the question.”

"Neither a borrower nor a lender be; For loan oft loses both itself and friend, and borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.”

"This above all: to thine own self be true.”

"Though this be madness, yet there is method in 't."

"That it should come to this!"

"There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so.”

"What a piece of work is man! how noble in reason! how infinite in faculty! in form and moving how express and admirable! in action how like an angel! in apprehension how like a god! the beauty of the world, the paragon of animals!”

"The lady doth protest too much, methinks.”

"In my mind's eye.”

"A little more than kin, and less than kind.”

"The play 's the thing wherein I'll catch the conscience of the king.”

"And it must follow, as the night the day, thou canst not then be false to any man.”

"This is the very ecstasy of love.”

"Brevity is the soul of wit.”

"Doubt that the sun doth move, doubt truth to be a liar, but never doubt I love.”

"Rich gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind.”

"Do you think I am easier to be played on than a pipe?" 

"I will speak daggers to her, but use none." 

"When sorrows come, they come not single spies, but in battalions."  (Hamlet Quote Act IV, Scene V). 
 I encourage you to use the summaries found in the study guides ( No Fear or Cliffnotes) before reading each act. This is Elizabethan English, so it may be a challenge to understand.
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/hamlet/
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/h/hamlet/hamlet-at-a-glance
